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ART AND PROGRESS 



designers become sterile here as they do 
at present in ten years." Mrs. D. B. 
Deane, of the Art Department of the 
Alliance Employment Bureau, called at- 
tention to the difficulty it was to find ade- 
quately trained workers to fill the posi- 
tions offered, and Dr. James Parton 
Haney pointed out the folly of giving 
education in the public schools which 
literally at the present time led nowhere. 
George de Forest Brush told how impor- 
tant a place in art education the object of 
beauty plays, and Mr. J. Monroe Hewlett 
spoke of the necessity of relating the fine 
and applied arts in the early stages of 
production as well as in eventual result. 
The possibility of establishing classes on 
the Beaux Art atelier system is under 
consideration. 



ART IN 
MILWAUKEE 



About twenty years ago 
there was in Milwaukee 
a colony of German art- 
ists, employed in painting panoramas, 
which traveled around the country from 
city to city. These artists formed an art 
society which, when the panorama work 
was ended, faded away. Several at- 
tempts were made to form a new society, 
but without success until 1900, when the 
few members of the old panorama colony 
who remained joined with the younger 
generation of painters recently returned 
from studying abroad and organized the 
Society of Milwaukee Artists. Regular pe- 
riodical exhibitions were held at the Pub- 
lic Library until the room assigned for this 
purpose was required for library use and 
then for lack of another public gallery 
the artists individually resorted to the art 
dealers' rooms. The same lack of proper 
exhibition galleries prevented the hous- 
ing of excellent collections which fre- 
quently passed through Milwaukee en 
route to smaller cities. Finally two years 
ago steps were taken toward the reor- 
ganization of the Society on broader lines, 
and then, under the presidency of Mr. 
Charles Allis, the Milwaukee Art Society 
was formed. It was then proposed to se- 
cure $100,000 for an art building, but 
this proved rather a damper than an im- 
petus to effort. Last February with the 
election of new officers new spirit entered 



and within a few weeks the membership 
was raised from 75 to 150 and in another 
month to nearly 300. About this time a 
building of substantial stone construction, 
40x80 feet in dimensions, standing on a lot 
150 feet long in close proximity to the 
Layton Art Gallery, was offered the So- 
ciety for a very low price. Upon investi- 
gation the building was found unusually 
well adapted for the present needs of the 
Society, and at the price, $30,000, was 
deemed a good investment. An option 
was secured and the owners agreed to re- 
duce the price another $5,000 as a sub- 
scription. A committee set about to so- 
licit subscriptions and the result was so 
successful that by the first of May the 
full amount was practically assured. The 
sale is to be consummated on May 21st, 
and already plans and estimates have been 
secured for requisite changes. There will 
be an exhibition and lecture room, 40x40 
feet, with skylight and a smaller room, 
20x25 feet, with side light for the ex- 
hibition of water colors, etchings and 
drawings, work in handicrafts, etc., and 
a small reception hall. The Society, 
which now has about 450 members, has 
during the past winter secured three ex- 
hibitions through the American Federa- 
tion of Arts as well as a lecture, which 
have helped to arouse interest and empha- 
size the need of better exhibition facili- 
ties. 

a novel city The Citv Beautiful 
improvement League °f Knoxville, 
campaign Tennessee, has hit upon 
a new method of arous- 
ing interest. On April 17th, through an 
arrangement with the publishers, it took 
over the entire issue of the Knoxville Sen- 
tinel and got out an eighty-eight-page 
paper devoted to Civic Improvement. The 
whole work of securing or furnishing 
"copy," editing, and managing was con- 
ducted by the League, which is a civic 
association of women. And a very inter- 
esting and attractive paper it was ! The ' 
motto on the pictorial first page was: 
"Right Living, Clean Thinking, Good 
Citizenship : All for Knoxville," and with- 
in, among general news items and articles, 
were found accounts of the work of the 



